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the French to withdraw from his Mexican under-
taking, but the way was smoothed for him by the
finesse of Seward. By 1866 the international posi-
tion of the United States was reestablished and was
perhaps the stronger for having been tested.

In all these years, however, the positive side of
the Monroe Doctrine, the development of friendly
cooperation between the nations of America under
the leadership of the United States, had made no
progress. In fact, with the virtual disappearance
of the American merchant marine after the Civil
War, the influence of the United States diminished.
Great Britain with her ships, her trade, and her
capital, at that time actually counted for much
more, while German trade expanded rapidly in the
seventies and eighties and German immigration
into Brazil gave Prussia a lever hold, the ultimate
significance of which is not even yet fully evident.

Under these circumstances, Blaine planned t<v
play a brilliant role as Secretary of State in Presi-
dent Garfield's Cabinet. Though the President
was his personal friend, Blaine regarded him as his
inferior in practical statecraft and planned to make
his own foreign policy the notable feature of the
Administration. His hopes were dashed, however,
by the assassination of Garfield and by the accession